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BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


THE IDEAL OP LIFE. 

W. H. M1LLER. 

It was the poet Lo well who has said : — 

"Greatly begin, thongh thou have time ; 

But for a line. be that sublime. 
Not failure but low aim is crime." 

It is recognized by all modern psychol- 
ogists that before we can have an inven- 
tion the sanie must exist in ideality. 

The min d of him, whose han d has con- 
structed the thing must of a necessity 
have seen the mechanism in entirety in 
its parts, and the relation of each part to 
the othcrs individually and collectively. 
His mind must see the work of each part 
and the manner,in which it does suen 
work. When the invento r's mind sees the 
mechanism in this light, he is able to con- 
struct a piece of machinery that will star- 
tle the world, or it may revolti ti on i ze that 
branch of industry to which it pertains. 
It is needless for me to say that the in- 
ventor must have had an ideal creation. 
The ideal ís of no intrinsic value to him. 
L;t him carry in to execution the project, 
and give to the world the real instead of 
the ideal, and he will receive the encomi- 
ums of the world. Let us observe that as 
was his ideal of a lofty nature so is the 
real. As his ideal stood in the scale of 
elevation so ís his reward. We find that 
this is a tnith not only' in the mechanical 
line, but i» all vocations or lines of work. 
Wrilers in all peiiods have given to us on- 
ly that of which they had a conception. 
All literature before its advent into the 
realtn of *eaders had existed in mind, or 
we may say that its origin was in ideality. 
Persona who visited the art hall in the 
Coluinbian Kxhíbition, if they possess any 
of the luve fur the beautiful, never tire of 
teli i ng of l he excel•lent c and sublimity of 
the masterpieces there shown, It is tuld 
us that all these have existed in ideality 
ere they were a reality. 

They tel! us that the sculptor saw the 
producliun which gave hi in a world wide 
renown in the block t>í marble ere the 
chisel guiiled by an unerring hand re- 
moved the Brst tiny parltelc. The paint- 
er, saw upon the can vas, before the brush 
with its fantàstic tonches kissed the same, 
that painting whose sublimity is sung 
through the curriders of time for all ages. 
We raay say that the reason of the great 
success of these persona was beca u se they 
had formed an ideal, and stfove for its at- 
tainment. I.ongfellmv says : — 

"Life is real, life is earnest, 

And the grave is not its goal, 
Dust thou art to dust returnest. 

Was not ypoken of the soul." 

The poet would have us to see that life 
is a reality, and know and feel that this 
reality does not terminate Vith death. 


And that the grave is not the receptacle 
of the princíple of life. A certain author 
has said : — "The world is a stage. Life 
ís an act. Humanity is the actor. Each 
plays his part, thtn moves from the stage." 
To do our part well, it is necessary that 
we be cognizant of our act, in the world's 
great drama. It is required that we have 
an ambition to do our part well. The 
thing essential that we be successful is 
that we have a conception of our act, and 
the method of its accomplishment. We 
have before us the ideal of our life. Our 
hopes and ambition lead toward it. The 
energy of mind and body works toward it. 
It is the goal toward which we are run- 
ning. To reach Ihe height of our ideal 
we sac rifí ce all. The young person who 
has no ideal of life is surely worthy of 
pity. He, whose ideal of life is low or 
debased is in a deplorable condition. 
Such an ideal Ís criminal, when the envi- 
ronrnent is such that a higher is not only 
probable but possible. It is an impera- 
tive duty to have an ideal in life, that this 
ideal be high, and that we bend all our 
energv and strength to reach this concep- 
tion of life. If this be our motto, and we 
reach not the maximum of our ideal we 
shall vet be praise-worthy. 

Once on a time a young man was walk- 
ing the streefs of St. Louis. He was a 
stranger and without friends or nioney. 
Night came on but he had no where to 
rest for the night. The time for all good 
citizens to be at home had come. He 
must wander on the street. A custodtan 
of the peace gently escorted him to the 
s ta t i on -h ou se. Here he was requested to 
abide for the night in the department for 
criminals, debauchees, and the scum of 
man-kind. One gaze at the scene and his 
righteotis indignation was arotised. He 
ftatly refused to sleep in such a place, and 
declared that he would either reinain in 
the office or walk the street. This boy 
had a noble ideal of life, when he was 
asked to lower his ideal of life the noble 
spirit of the young man rose in rebellion. 
It is recorded that he became a noted 
lecturer and that he ascribed his success 
to his conduct on that memorable night. 
If our ideal of life is as puré as this young 
man's conception proved to be, if our 
ideal of life is as clear to us ami as lofty 
as is the mental conception of the master- 
piece which the sculptorsees in the block, 
or the artist on the untouched canvas, 
then we shall have a tnte ideal of life. 


We often pray for comfortable feelings 
instead of conformi ty to the divine will ; 
we would be put to sleep in our sin and 
sloth rather than startled into higher ac- 
ti vi tics and morè earnest seeking after 
God. 


HAT DEAOOHB PEEAOH AND BAFTCE? 

J. M. RtTTER. 

Wherefore brethren, look ye oút among 
you seven men of honest report, full of 
the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we 
may appoint over this business. Acts 6 : 
3. There seems to be a question among 
some of our brethren, whether a deacon 
should preach and baptize. Acts 8 : 38. 
We find that Philip, one of the seven 
deacons, baptized the eunuch and he was 
caught away by the spirit of the Lord that 
the eunuch saw him no morè, and he went 
on his way rejoicing. After the death of 
Stephen, when the Christians were driven 
from Jerusalem, except the apostles, he 
preached the Gospel in Samaria with great 
success and wrought many miracles. From 
the midst of these happy scenes he was 
called away to labor in a distant spot, 
withatiigle soul; but the Gospel light 
was carried by the Ethiopian eunuch into 
the darkness of Àfrica, and is supposcd to 
have there enlightened multitudes. In 
the narrative of Luke, Philip is incidently 
distinguished from the apostles. Acts 8 : 
14-16. He preached the Gospel in the 
cities on the coast, from Ashdad to Caes- 
area, where at a later period Paul and his 
companions were his guests for many 
days. Act z8 : 8-16. It is evident from 
the above scriptures that the deacon should 
preach and baptize as welt as the minis- 
ter. Why should there be any doubt or 
question about this raatter, when it is so 
plainly demonstrated in the Acts of the 
Apostles ? I do not believe that ttíey 
must wait to be sent out on trial by the 
church, but we should go out and seek for 
new fields wherever it isneeded, and where 
is there a place in all the world that the 
Gospel does uot need to be preached to a 
dying people? Why ! no where can we go 
but we find sinners,' and many thousand 
places that the people never heard of the 
Brethren church at all. Then why, I ask, 
in the name of God, do the Brethren hold 
theír deacons back and not let them go 
wherever they wish to go ? There is not 
one word to teli you that Philip had to 
wait till the church sent him out to bap- 
tize the eunuch. No, you read only that 
the seven were called, and that they laid 
their hands on them and immediately they 
increased, and nothing morè of Philip is 
heard till you find him preaching Jesús to the 
eunuch, and they buth wentdown into the 
wàter where Philip baptized him, and when 
they came up out of the wàter he was 
caught away by the spirit of the Lord, 
that the eunuch saw him no morè, and he 
went on his way rejoicing. 
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GojD.'s visits if gratefully received will 
be gtaciously repeated. — Matthew Hgnry. 


